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Committee on Overseas Buddhist Studies

—Accomplishments to Date—

The Committee on Overseas Buddhist Studies (Kaigai Buk-
kyo Kenkyu) was established within the Research Institute for
Intergrative Shin Buddhist Studies to foster and facilitate the
mutual exchange of ideas between scholars engaged in re-
search on Buddhism within Otani University, and those out-
side of Japan. It is our belief that such an exchange would en-
rich the Buddhist studies of both Otani University (and by ex-
tension, Buddhism in Japan as a whole) and those of scholars

"and institutions outside Japan. To fulfill its goals, this group

must function in several ways. First, it must be a center in
which the latest developments in Buddhist research abroad
can be followed, analyzed and introduced to the Japanese
academic community. Second, it must be able to introduce
noteworthy Japanese research to interested scholars outside
Japan. And third, it must provide a setting in which research-
ers from both inside and outside Japan can personally meet
and exchange ideas about topics of mutual interest.

Need it be said that this is a tall order for any organization,
and that no one claims that such a system can be created over-
night? Simply to keep up with the number of books and arti-
cles published in America, Europe and Asia, for example, is a
demanding job. Nevertheless, a center capable of handling all
of these duties must be created if Otani University is to have
a truly vigorous and sustained intellectual exchange with the
rest of the world. )

The number of things that this study group can, and must,
do is endless. It is useless to sit and sigh over the number of
things that must be done. Some start must be made. Thus, for
practical reasons, during the 1983 academic year, we have
compiled a bibliography and created a library of English- lan-
guage materials concerning Buddhism published from the year
1960 to the present, with special emphasis on those from
North America. A major reason for the selection of North
America as our focus has been the existence of the exchange
program between Otani University and the University of Wis-
consin. Under this program, a professor from Otani is invited
to Wisconsin every year to study the state of American
Buddhist studies and lecture on Buddhism to the students
there, while Otani reciprocates by inviting a doctoral candi-
date from Wisconsin to conduct his dissertation research here.
With this annual visit of an Otani professor to America in
mind, we have undertaken to compile a bibliography of recent
researches into Buddhism published in North America. In
doing so, we hoped to understand the central interests and fu-
ture trends of Buddhist studies on that continent.

In preparing our bibliography, we first examined the various
bibliographies devoted to Buddhism as well as Oriental stu-
dies and religion in general. Particularly useful were the Guide
to the Buddhist Religion (Frank E. Reynolds, ed., Boston: G. K.
Hall, 1981), the Bibliography of Asian Studies (Ann Arbor: Asso-
ciation of Asian Studies), the International Bibliography of the
History of Religions (Leiden: E. J. Brill) and the Toyogaku Bun-
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ken Ruimoku (Kyoto: Jinbun Kagaku Kenkyusho). Next we re-
viewed the major journals likely to contain articles and book
reviews of Buddhist topics to augment the list compiled from
the bibliographies. As can be imagined, this method of re-
search was exceedingly time-consuming.

The results of our research is now compiled on notecards
arranged according to author. In the near future, we hope to
arrange a system whereby this information can be retrieved
according to title and subject as well. In the ten months that
we have been actively collecting this data, we have accumu-
lated about 3,200 cards, filling four drawers in our card file.
These include not only books and articles published in North
America, but all English-language materials we could find.
The amount of material we have gathered far exceeds what we
had originally anticipated. We hope to publish our bibliogra-
phy in book from some time in the future for the benefit of all
those engaged in research on Buddhism.

Another of our major concerns, along with the compilation
of the bibliography, is to build up a library of important works
on Buddhism written in the major Western languages. A well-
stocked library of this sort would give professors and students
a place where they can freely peruse current Western studies

“on Buddhism. Again for this academic year, we have concen-

trated on creating a thorough library of English-langauge
materials. We hope that this library will not be confined to
studies specifically on Buddhism, but will also contain signifi-
cant works concerning the religion and culture of India, Chi-
na, Tibet, Southeast Asia and Japan as well. Furthermore, we
have acquired about one hundred copies of doctoral disserta-
tions concerning Buddhist ;opics presented to American uni-
versities. These dissertations should be particularly valuable
in helping us keep current about the research and interests of
young PhD’s.

Although these were the major projects we have undertaken
this year, it must also be mentioned that, since the autumn of
last year, professor and research assistants of our study group
as well as other interested graduate students, have been meet-
ing twice a month to discuss English-language articles on
Pure Land and Shin Buddhism. This meeting usually takes
the form of one person giving a short synopsis of the article,
followed by a general discussion. To date, we have had five
meetings. In our latest meeting, held on January 25, Mr. Ichi-
raku Makoto, a graduate student of the Shin Buddhism De-
partment and a member of our committee, led a discussion on
Dr. Minoru Kiyota’s analysis and translation of Vasubandhu’s
Sukkavativyuhvpadesa (Jodoron) (“Buddhist Devotional Medita-
tion: A Study of the Sukhavativyuhdpadesa,” in Minoru Kiyota
ed., Makayana Buddhist Meditation: Theory and Practice. Honolu-
lu: University Press of Hawaii, 1978). We hope that discus-
sions of this kind will gradually come to hold a more impor-
tant role in our study group in the future.
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