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¥EIMAEIHZE (Committee for the Study of Overseas Buddhism)
MBS E R EHE

MBI B 3 BB O - BEHIBE S 2 5E.
Study of Research Trends in Buddhist Studies Outside Japan

BEEEE w/S— b+ 11— X (Robert F. Rhodes)

The aim of our research project is to in;restigate in a systematic manner, the current state of
Buddhist studies in the Americas and Europe. During the 1983 academic year, our research pro-
ject concentrated its efforts on investigating the state of Buddhist studies in North America. To
this end, we conducted the following activities:

I. Monthly Seminars (H%EfFI%)

Once a month we invited scholars, including both those of Otani University as well as out-
side experts, to share with us their knowledge of Buddhism and Buddhist studies overseas.
Speakers were not limited to specialists in Buddhist studies proper, but also included scholars
who approach Buddhism from the standpoint of philosophy, literature, etc. In keeping with the
year’s theme, most of the lectures dealt with the state of Buddhist studies in North America.
Through these lectures, we were able to gain extensive and detailed knowledge of current trends
in the study of Buddhism in America and Canada. The lectures which were given were as fol-
lows (Japanese titles are given where the lectures were given in Japanese).

1. May 17, 1983. Dr. Royall Tyler (University of Wisconsin) TAYHITBTBEERED

FR—FiopfbzRbE LT—

2. June 21. Prof. Okochi Ryogi (Kobe Daigaku; Research Associate, Committee for the Study
of Overseas Buddhism) * 5 v OFHEEDOER

3. June 29. Prof. Ichigo Masamichi (Kyoto Sangyo Daigaku) 7 * ) #iZH1F HINEEEDOBRR

4. November 11. Dr. Minoru Kiyota (University of Wisconsin) T A ‘)1 AIBT BILBED

Ba—ARICB T BARFLOHBRIIBNT—

5. November 29. Mr. Paul Swanson (Research Fellow, Shin Buddhist Comprehensive Re-
search Institute) AAB EOT XY A{LBERR

6. December 6. Prof. Odani Nobuchiyo (Assistant, Otani University) 7 X ') A {ABFE DT

7. January 20, 1984. Prof. Imaeda Yoshiro (Member, CNRS; Research Associate, Committee
for the Study of Overseas Buddhism) 75 v ACBT B HEEZ B EEE ORI

8. February 29. Dr. Lino Bellini (Lecturer, Otani University; Research Associafe, Committee
for the Study of Overseas Buddhism) BEIEDH b v 7 OILEA DRI

Further, the committee sponsored the following lectures during the year.
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1. July 7, 1983. Dr. Thomas Kasulis (Northland College) “Shin Buddhist Studies and

America Today”

2. September 9. Prof. Dr. Heinz Bechert (University of Gottingen) “Remarks on Recent

Studies on the History of Early Buddhist Sects or Schools”

3. October 26. Prof. Dr. J. W. de Jong (Australian National University) “Recent Buddhist

Studies 1973-1983” (Joint sponsorship with the Bukkyo Gakkai)

II. Seminar for the Investigation of Academic Works (EFHEFIR)

As a part of our research into the Buddhist studies of North America, members of the pro-
ject, together with interested faculty and graduate students, have regularly been meeting to dis-
cuss articles by American Buddhologists. Through these seminars we have attempted to study in
detail the interests and methodology of Buddhist scholarship of North America. This year, the
following works were taken up for discussion: 1. May 24, 1983. Alex Wayman, “No
Time, Great Time and Profane Time in Buddhism” (J. K. Kitagawa and C. H. Long, eds. Muyths
and Symbols, 1969, pp. 47-62.) 2. June 7. Luis O. Gomez, “Shinran’s Faith and the Sacred
Name of Amida” (Monumenta Nipponica, 38-1, Spring 1983, pp. 73-84.) 3. June 14.
continuation of above. 4. June 28. Thomas Kasulis, “Book Review of Letters of Shinran: A
Translation of the Mattosho” (Philosophy East and West, 31-2, April 1981, pp. 246-248.) 5. July
5. Thomas Kasulis, “The Kyoto School and the West” (The Eastern Buddhist, 15-2, Autumn
1982, pp. 125-144.) 6. November 15. Whalen Lai, “Nonduality of the Two Truths in Sini-
tic Madhyamika: Origin of the ‘Third Truth™ (Journal of the International Association of Buddhist
Studies, 2-2, 1979, pp. 45-65.) 7. December 13. Ryojin Soga, “Dharmakara Bodhisattva”
(Fredrick Frank, ed., The Buddha Eye, 1982, pp. 221-231.) 8. February 6, 1984. Luis O.
Gomez, “Expectations and Assertions: Perspectives for Growth and Adaptation in Buddhism”
(The Eastern Buddhist, 16-2, Autumn 1983, pp. 26-49.)

III. Bibliography and Library

The compilation of a comprehensive bibliography of Western language works on Buddhism,
and the creation of a library of important works on Buddhist studies and related subjects, are
two important objectives of this project. Since a substantial collection of bibliographical data
concerning English works on Buddhism was made in the previous year, this year’s effort was
‘ centered on augmenting this collection. A portion of our research was published as “Bibliogra-
phy of English-language Works on Pure Land Buddhism, 1960 to the Present” (Annual Memoirs
of the Otani University Shin Buddhist Comprehensive Research Institute, vol. 1, 1983, pp. 1-17). Dur-
ing the year also, we considered means of creating a computerized bibliographical system.

Further a library of Western works on Buddhism and cognate subjects of Oriental studies,
religion, philosophy, etc., is essential in carrying out the research of our project. Thus have put
much effort into the building of such collection. This year we obtained about 650 books, and we

plan to add to our library at his pace annually.
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Shin Buddhist Studies and America Today
N ST

Thomas P. Kasulis
Professor, Northland College
Ashland, Wisconsin

Academic study of Buddhism in the U. S.

From my standpoint as a philosopher interested in Japanese Buddhist thought, I think an
ideal Ph.D. Buddhist Studies program should be located in a university having four special
characteristics. Namely,' the university should have: (a) an excellent Asian Studies curriculum
(language, history, social sciences, literature, intellectual history, etc.), library, and faculty, (b) a
strong faculty in comparative religioh, (c) a strong philosophy department open to East-West ex-
change, and (d) general cooperation among these three areas. I believe there are few, perhaps no,
such universities in the United States. ‘ ‘

The intellectual/spiritual climate for studying Buddhism in the U.S.

Financial difficulties are forcing many universities to cut back and limit programs. In
general, Buddhist Studies are considered a fringe area for technical specialists with little rele-
vance to larger social and educational concerns. Therefore, such specialized programs will be
decreased and phased out. If Buddhist Studies will continue as a discipline in the United States,
it will probably be completely absorbed into more general religious studies programs. Therefore,
Buddhist specialists must become ever more comparative in perspective with strong backgrounds
in Western methods for studying religion and in “Western” religious traditions.

In a Gallup Poll taken last year over 90% of all Americans answered “yes” to the question
“Do you believe in God?” At the same time, the majority of Americans do not belong to any spe-
cific church and do not practice religion in any formal way. In short, most Americans have reli-
gious feelings, but they are hesitant to define the object to those feelings in any strict doctrinal
way and are hesitant to commit themselves to a single religious tradition exclusive of others.

Buddhist specialists want to show how broad and comparative their interests are. Western
theologians want to find new ways of reformulating Christian doctrine so that Americans will be

more interested in traditional Church structures. When these two groups meet, the result is
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“Buddhist-Christian” dialogue. Some of this dialogue is sincere and spiritually motivated toward
mutual understanding. Some of it is superficial — Buddhologists trying to gain academic recog-
nition by associating with established Christian experts; Christian theologians primarily in-
terested in getting new metaphors, terms, and ideas for reexpressing the traditional Christian
teachings. It is important at the outset to clarify the ultimate goals and purpose of any such
Buddhist-Western dialogue.

The study of Shin Buddhism in America

The first point which we must remember when we consider the study of Shin Buddhism in
America is that Shin Buddhism is an America religion (in Hawaii and California). With changes
in anti-discrimination laws (“affirmative action”), many more Asian Americans are being admit-
ted to prestigious American universities. For example, this year’s (1983) Harvard freshmen
class will be 10% Asian American, mostly third and fourth generation Japanese Americans.
Many of these students come from families traditionally belonging to Shinshu. Yet, like most
Americans, these Japanese Americans do not typically identify themselves with religious institu-
tions (in this case Buddhist rather than Christian). Shinshl faces a problem in America much
like the problem faced by many Christian churches.

Shin Buddhism has been little studied in the West. There is only one major book in En-
glish on Shinshi by an American academic: Alfred Bloom’s Shinran's Doctrine of Pure Grace
(Tuscon: University of Arizona Press, 1965). It was written thirty years ago.

Zen Buddhism was introduced to the West by the powerful personality of D. T. Suzuki.
Shin Buddhism has had no such charismatic spokesperson. As my “Kyoto School” review article
(“The Kyoto School and the West: Review and Evaluation.” The Eastern Buddhist, vol. 15, no. 2,
Autumn 1982, pp. 125—144) might suggest, there are positive and negative effects from this.

It is possible that many of the earlier generations of American Buddhist scholars first stu-
died Buddhism out of some dissatisfaction with Judeo-Christian religion, Western culture, or
both. From this perspective, Shinshu (with its emphasis on a particular heavenly Buddha and on
faith) probably looked too “Christian” and too “Western” to be interesting. Alternatively, to the
earlier Buddhist scholars who came from Protestant or Roman Catholic clergies, Shinshu
seemed a heretical Christianity. Shin Buddhistﬁ, they might have thought, believed in a “false
God,” whereas Zen believed in “no God.” For a Judeo-Christian, rooted’in one’s own faith tradi-
tion, Zen is less likely to be disturbing.

Let us now consider the future study of Shin Buddhism in relation to Western philosophy.
There are three major traditions in Western philosophy today: Anglo-American analysis, existen-
tialism-phenomenology, and process philosophy. The United States is currently dominated by
the analytic tradition. Since so much of this tradition involves the careful analysis of terms and
concepts, analytic philosophers are generally uninterested in thought written in foreign lan-

guages, whether those languages be Western (French, German, Ttalian, Latin) or Eastern (Sans-
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krit, Pali, Tibetan, Chinese, Korean, Japanese). The analytic philosophers have, however, done
some analysis of religious terms and religious forms of language. Some of this work has been
quite influential on Western Judeo-Christian theology, and Buddhist-Christian dialoguers should
be aware of it. '

The existential-phenomenological tradition is followed by a minority of American philo-
sophers (perhaps 25—30%). Generally, these philosophers are much more interested in cross-
cultural philosophizing, but their technical jargon is often difficult for nonspecialists to pene-
trate. Such philosophers as Heidegger, however, have had an enormous influence on Judeo-
Christian thelogy in the twentieth century. Since that tradition has also influenced Japanese phi-
losophy (especially the Kyoto School), an interesting Japanese-Amersican dialogue can be pur-
sued fairly readily. From the Shin Buddhist standpoint, the work of Takeuchi Yoshinori should
be given special attention in this regard.

The process philosophy tradition (most notably that of Whitehead) has had very little effect
on American philosophers, but it has a few very vocal and influential representatives in Christ-
ian theology (for example Charles Hartshorne and John Cobb). John Cobb is, of course, a major
figure in Christian-Shin Buddhist dialogue and his work should be carefully studied by Shin
Buddhist scholars interested in such dialogue.

In general, whatever philosophical school one approaches Shin Buddhism from, Shin
Buddhist teachings can be said to need a thorough philosophical reevaluation. As a Weésterner
trained in philosophy, I find most Shinshii commentaries to be lacking philosophical clarity and
consistency. Most works on Shinshil are either historical, textual-philological, or popﬁlar edify-
ing sermons. There is very little philosophical work Being done. As a Western philosopher, I
would like to see more careful work done on such questions as:

(1) What is shinjin and how does it relate to specific Western conceptions of faith?

(2) What is the precise status of Shin Buddhist metaphysics? How does it relate to mikkyo
ideas such as hosshin seppo or kengyo ideas such as hongaku shiso? 1 am interested in the philo-
sophical, not just the historical, relationship among these terms. What is the precise relationship
between the dharmakaya and Amida? In practical terms, what is the relationéhip between finenho-
ni and shinjin?

(3) What is the nature of Shin practice (which is not a practice)? How does Shinshu deal with
the problem of predestination — that is, if all jiriki is hakarai and not allowed, one is saved only
by Amida. Therefore, it seems that Amida chooses who to save and if I am not born in the Pure
Land, that is Amida’s fault, not mine. This is a classic problem in the “justification by {faith”
tradition of Christianity as well. How does Shinshi solve the apparent difficulty?

(4) Is shinjin in the mind, the feelings, or the body?

(5) What is the influence of Japanese culture on Shinshu? How has Shinshu influenced

Japanese culture?
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The future study of Shin Buddhism in relation to Judeo-Christian theology

Let me mention here some thoughts on the future study of Shin Buddhism in relation to
Judeo-Christian theology. First, it is important that Shin Buddhists also be in dialogue with
other Buddhists, especially other Japanese Buddhists. Shin, Nichiren,vvand Zen, for example,
ultimately have more in common than any of them do with Christianity or Judaism. Inter-
Christian and Jewish-Christian dialogue have been very active for about 20—25 years. Through
that experience, Christian theologians have learned a great deal about communication and.about
the character of their own perspectives. Japanese Buddhists must do the same. They must be
sensitive to their own cultural identity as well as their distinctive position in Japanese culture.
(Most Westerners, because of Suzuki, think of Japan as a “Zen culture,” yet only 10% of the
Japanese belong to the Zen sect. Aren’t Shin Buddhists disturbed by this characterization of .
their own society?) Religious truths transcend culture, but religious people exist only in culture.

Second, Shin Buddhists must undertake a more careful study of Western theological posi-
tions. Gross generalizations such as “the West is dualistic and the East is nondualistic” are not
helpful in undertaking serious intellectual and spiritual discuissidn. For example, Roman Catho-
lics in receiving the Eucharist literally eat their God. That hardly seems either transcendent or
dualistic. If the Eastern side of Buddhist-Christian dialogue does not do their homework in
studying modern Western theology, the Western Christians will dominate the discussion and use
categories that subtly, but significantly, distort the Buddhist experience.

Shin Buddhists must take a more affirmative, even aggressive, stance. This is very difficult
for Shin Buddhists and it opposes many basic Shinshii values. To moét Shin Buddhists, argu-
mentation seems hakarai. Even Shinran did not claim to know the truth; he only knows that
other paths did not work, so he ultimately placed his trust in Honen and his teaching. Unfortu-
nately, Westerners are more attracted to the combative style of Zen. In the meeting of East and
West, the qualifying style of Shinshu is difficult to hear. Ironically, the “I cannot be certain”
position of Shinsht is ultimately more modern than dogmatism, whether Christian or Zen. Thus,
somehow Shinshi Buddhists must learn to talk more loudly, but just as humbly. The quietness
of Shinsh@ must be more forthrightly expressed. This change in stance is probably just as im-
portant in Japanese society as it is in the exchange with the West. Japanese society is getting
very noisy, too. ‘
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